
 

 
Inventor Family, 

 Welcome to the 2022-2023 Virtual Invention Convention Program Year!  Your 
student’s educator/coordinator/program leader has registered to participate in the Ohio 
Invention League’s Invention Convention program.  Your student will be activating their 
STEM and problem-solving skills to become a “maker” by finding a problem important to 
them and building a prototype solution!   

 There are a few things parents should know: 

1. Your student inventor’s journal has all the necessary steps to complete the 
invention process, including helpful videos. This journal should be started 
immediately upon starting the program and be kept up to date. We encourage 
student inventors to “think like an inventor”. What does an inventor do? They 
investigate, test, and modify.  Creative thinking does not have to be tidy. We 
know it often takes many “failures” to arrive at a solution. If your student inventor 
finds another solution to their problem, or tests further during the process, they 
do not have to erase or redo in their logbook/journal. We want to SEE the 
invention process they went through to arrive to their final/current prototype.  

2. Your educator will provide you with the link to the journal/logbook you will use.  
3. Refer to the rubric when working with your student on their invention process:  

2022-2023 Ohio Invention Convention Rubric and Supporting Materials 
4. Remember what Albert Einstein said, “A person who never made a mistake 

never tried anything new.” 
5. Watch for emails from your educator/coordinator/program leader on a regular 

basis. All the information regarding dates will be contained on the OILIC website:  
OIL Website , but your educator/coordinator/program leader is your go-to person 
for implementation of the program and important information throughout your 
student inventor’s program year.  

6. Encourage your student inventor to use items that are environment-friendly when 
building their prototype. Items found around the house make great building 
blocks for student inventors. Check the recycling bin, basement, and garage for 
inspiration. Before you donate items consider how they might be used to help 
build a solution. 

7. The Invention Convention Worldwide online curriculum also assists educators, 
families and students when navigating the invention process: The Henry Ford 
inHub Invention Convention Curriculum 

8. The ICW curriculum is user-friendly and separated into grade categories for ease 
of use and can be accessed on any Wi-Fi enabled device. Your student’s 
educator/coordinator/program leader is not restricted to only assets in their 

https://inventionconvention.org/ohio/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2022-23-OH-Invention-Convention-Rubric-and-Supporting-Materials-Guidelines.pdf
http://www.inventionconvention.org/ohio/
https://inhub.thehenryford.org/curriculum-resources/invention-convention-curriculum
https://inhub.thehenryford.org/curriculum-resources/invention-convention-curriculum


specific grade and may use tools from any of the grade categories to aid in 
supporting your student inventor through the invention process.   

9. Your inventor’s educator will guide the invention process with your student to 
help them with each step, their journal, display board, prototype, and video 
submission. If your student has registered as an Independent Inventor, your 
student will work directly with the Invention League team in completing the 
program virtually.  

10. If your student advances to the 2023 OILIC Virtual Video Submission Regional 
Invention Convention, they will need to create a no longer than 6-minute video 
submission. The Regional OILIC competition will be judged virtually & students 
will compete via grade bands. Some students will be advanced from the 2023 
OILIC Regional competition to the 2023 Virtual Live Zoom Judging Circles for the 
Ohio Invention Convention Honda State Finals competition. 

11. When it is time for a student to register for the 2023 Regional video submission 
competition, their educator will share the registration link with the student. If your 
student is registered as an Independent Inventor, you will receive the link from 
the Ohio Invention League team. If you have qualified and been instructed by 
your educator or program leader to register for the Regional competition and do 
not receive a link from the educator or program leader, please contact Ohio 
Invention League.  

12. Please watch for emails from the zFairs registration system and Constant 
Contact, as well as the Invention League, as we also use both to send important 
emails. 

13. The Invention League team will be holding bi-weekly virtual office hours to 
support educators, program leaders, Independent Inventors, and families.  These 
meetings will take place bi-weekly on Tuesdays at 3:00-3:45 p.m., beginning in 
November. Watch for the link to join on our social channels @Invention League, 
and/or from your student’s educator. 

14. The Invention League team will work with the Independent Inventors virtually. 
Attending Office Hours is a great way to receive support, but feel free to contact 
Ohio Invention League anytime to request a time to speak with an OIL team 
member.  

15. Check with your educator/coordinator/program leader to learn how they will be 
implementing the OILIC program and specific guidelines and deadlines for their 
program and your student. 

16. HAVE FUN!   

If you have questions or need support outside of your 
educator/coordinator/program leader, please do not hesitate to contact the 
Ohio Invention League team:  Ohio Invention League.  
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